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public instruction, independent of differences in politics and
creed, this does not exclude the possibility of differences that
are justified by provincial and other outward conditions,
though such differences have but a transitory significance.
In fact, even the distinction between town and country is not
absolutely permanent in this respect. The growing mobility
of the population involves increasing similarity of educational
needs.

A more important distinction is one that is based on the
separation of social classes, namely, the distinction between
primary and secondary education, as we see it in the
difference between national schools, properly so called, and
Biirgerschule (grammar schools, lit. citizen schools), or Real-
sckuh (high schools), as they are less appropriately termed
nowadays. It is the function of the latter, as the name
Biirgerschule indicates, to provide to a greater extent than
the former all necessary aids to the education of a citizen.
They furnish to all students of sufficient means and con-
sequence an adequate degree of general culture, excluding
only preparation for the learned professions. There exists an
unmistakable tendency towards equalising even these grades
of primary and secondary education. But certain distinctions
remain associated with differences of social position. How-
ever, as the latter is no longer dependent solely on birth and
inherited property, intellectual gifts are beginning to secure
more rights even in education, for it is becoming easier for
one who has the capacity to obtain better instruction. And
this facilitation of the passage from one grade of instruction
to another is itself the chief means of securing that wholesome
mobility in the social world which allows scope for talent
to develop along its proper lines.

The dividing line drawn by the nature of different pro-
fessions between the broadly humane culture that is sought